MORE  RUSSIAN-JAPANESE  WAR RUMOURS	go
American relations. Here we are, two politically and economically
powerful nations, one on each side of the broad Pacific Ocean, and
holding largely in our hands the destiny of that ocean—holding
largely the power to determine whether the Pacific shall in the future
be the scene of interminable jealousy, suspicion, and dissension, or'
shall be a broad, peaceful highway for the friendly interchange of
culture and commodities and a medium for friendly and sincere
co-operation in the advancement of the welfare of the world.
Our policies and actions will have immense repercussions upon
the future course of international relations throughout the world.
The future of American-Japanese relations, therefore, is not a matter
of concern only to our two countries. For our own welfare, peace,
and prosperity we must certainly strive to ensure the continuance
of the friendly relations between Japan and the,United States, but
in addition we have a larger duty—a duty which we owe to aU the
nations of the world. This duty is to develop the coming Pacific
Era as an era of peace and friendly co-operation, rather than one of
bitterness and strife—such bitterness and strife as were evidenced,
for example, in the Mediterranean Era of international relations.
It should not be at all difficult for our two nations to live in peace
and harmony and to co-operate. Economic interests, which in the
past history of the world have been the cause of many great conflicts,
are, in our case, complementary rather then antagonistic. We are both
suppliers of raw materials, but of raw materials which do not compete
with each other. Likewise, we both supply manufactured goods
to the markets of the world, but again these goods are of different,
non-competing categories. Japan supplies manufactured goods
based primarily on the manual skill and dexterity for which this
nation is famous, while the United States supplies goods such as can
be manufactured in immense quantities by automatic machinery.
Our economic interests, therefore, do not necessarily clash, and thus
the principal basis of conflict among other nations is eliminated
from our relations. Other interests, which jingoists in both Japan
and the United States are constantly bringing forward'as possible
causes of conflict, can undoubtedly be reconciled by patient study
and a mutual spirit of helpfulness.
I can see no reason why the coming Pacific Era, whose destiny lies
so largely in our hands, should not be one of peace and friendliness,
consecrated to the promotion of the welfare of the world, and it is
in our combined power to make it so.
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The Rumanian Charge d'Affaires, Stoicesco, called to discuss
Japanese-Soviet relations. I showed him in confidence my last
telegram on the subject, with which he said he entirely concurred.
One of our assistant military attaches says that he and his colleagues

